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ORDER OF SERVICE, 


PERFORMED in the 'Synagogue in this city on Thurfday the 
-j6th November, 17 }, agreeable to the Proclamation of the Prefident 
af the United States vtf America (conformable to a recommendation 
of Congrcfs, pa fled the 3d Q&oher laft, to be obferved as a day of 
public Thankfgiving and Prayer, Ac.) 

The following Pfelms were chauntrd by the CongregationThe 
firft three verfes of pfalm xcv.—the whole of pfalm xxx. xxxiii. 

Kixiv. xlvi. liv. lxvi. and pfalm exai. 

•* 

4* 

Then the following Difcourfe, delivered by the Rev. Mr. Gimhom 
Sbixas, Kazan [the reader} of the Congregation. 

D I S C O U R S E. 

1 

Then pfalm exxiv..— Prayer for the Rulers of the United States, Ac. 

Then a Prayer for the Congregation, &c.—and pfalm cxvi. cxvii. 

cxviii. cxxxviii. cl. and Ixvii. t 

¥ , 

The concluKion of a Fefljval Morning Service, from Kol Ifrael to 
the end of Adon Olam. 

A Prayer, by the Hazun. 





D I S C O U R S E, fitc. 


T HE fubjeA I have chofen to'fxpatiate onthiaday, htaken from 
the three Bril verfes of tift Loot}* pfalmt ^where we find King 
David, in i particular manner, addrefTcVALLthc thnahitant^of the earth 
in thefe words—** Make'a joyful noife unto the Lord, all ye lands/* 
and earneftly exhorts them *‘ to ferve the Lord witK gtadoefs, to en- 
** ter intohis prefeocevrith finding.” aM exhortations or this kind* 
there are two things to be attended to $ the one i»thctl*uon, pod the 
other the charatter of the perfiuv who undertakes the office of enhyrr. 
In refpr& to his fiat ion, yofo cannot hot allow nn td have fiM 
the molt Mtinenty thc moil dignified t^at human, aatwe caa toad 
for the facred fcripture aaetttjofrt.bim hojfjl |pa ..prophet and a king* 
and he is therein filled thi anointed o&Xfod. As to hit general cha- 
rafler, hi* writing^*!*, fufikienthp^apl^ *®d h^po i* 9 odi 
that be wet pious, juft, and upright rn metwftyt, in incumbent on ua to 
believe v as he was exprefsly called ‘‘.the plan aftcY God’s own heart 
and when we view him both as a propiotgald <» A wig, we cannot bat 
be fenfibly affected with the endearing language he ufes throughout 
hit writings. Obfcrye bow tcJNkrijpaie imrites you to hearken to hit 
tuftru&ions, in pf. xxxiv, v. it— 1 “Come ye children, hearken unto 
41 me, 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord.'* Could he have called 
you in a mare afieftionate manner that by the. name of children? la 
there a tie in nature more binding than fubfi (Is in. a parent towards hia 
child ? partly not; if there was, np doubj. be would hive ufed it to 
exprefs his tendernefs to hia fellow creatures, roflefled of all the prin¬ 
ciples of benevolence, he breathes forth lovp and peace to maos how 
ftrenuoufly dqes he recommend the pradical duties of religion, and 
points out the many advantagejaflhat nccefiarily arife from a due ob- 
hrvsnce of God’s holy law; a sepia pf. iii, the lafi verfr, be declares, 
“ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wifdom." A knowledge 
of God, and his works, is the material principle he endeavours to in¬ 
culcate; for immediately after his advifing you to 4< ferve the Lord 
with gladnefs,” he tells you the chief duty ycu owe your Creator in 
thefe few words- *" Know ye that the Lord Ik is God/* not with the 
authority of a defpotic king to his fubje&s, or a mailer to his (lave, 
but with perfuafivc language he intreats, in the gentle drains of elo¬ 
quence he inllru£s, his voice is the voice of reafon in its gveatefi date 
of perfc&ion, and bis arguments are univerfally acknowledged to bo 
founded in truth and juilice. 

You may here aik, how is it poffible for us finite beings to attain 
a knowledge of God ? Are we endued* with faculties to comprehend 
that which is infinite? It is generally (though wrongly) afierted an 
a thing impracticable. But when we refledl on the wondrous work* 
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©f his creation, that u the hcanyu declare the glory of God* and the 
* firtflfitnent fheweth the work* 6f his hands," arc we not moft for¬ 
cibly led to exclaim, with the toyal pfalmifi, “ How wonderful are 
44 thy works* O God !’’ It is only through the medium of thefe 
things tliat we can arrive at a proportion!^ knowledge of God, and 
from a lludy of ourfelves, we become capable of forming fuiuble ideas 
of his divine attributes ; from the providential care of his creature, we 
judge of his benevolence; from the manifeftations of his tender mer¬ 
cies towards us, we judge of his beneficence; and from the various 

J rrodudions of nature, we judge of his omnipotence. A being, pof* 
riled of fnch powers (ami attributes) is forever to be adortd ; and 
we only comply with om duty, when we afleinble, to render praife and 
thankfgiving for all his behefits towards us. The wonderful difplay 
of his divine providence, “in the courf? and conclulion of tlie late war;’* 
the happy confequences derived therefrom, by an eftablifhment of pub¬ 
lic liberty ; the recent mercits conferred on thefe dates, by th-f gene¬ 
ral approbation and adoption of the new conftitution, are (all) blef- 
lings that demand our molt grateful acknowledgments to the Supreme 
Kuler of the univerfe ; more efpecially, as we are made equal partakers 
©f every benefit that refults from this good government; for which, 
we cannot fufficicn tly adore the God of our fathers, who hath main'- 
f; (ted his care over us in this particular infiance; neither can we de- 
monftrate our fenfc of his benign gooaViefs, for his favourable interpo- 
filiou in behalf of the inhabitants of this 'and, and for every other 
kind difpenfation bellowed both on them and us. What return can 
ive make to fo glorious a being? How are vve to fiiew our gratitude? 
King David himfelf, although infpired, feemed to be at a lofs to ex¬ 
press his fenfe of the obligations he acknowledged to ha\*e received* 
as you may find in pf. cxvi. v. 12 —“ What Ihull I render unto tlie 
“ Lord for all his benefits towards me ?’* and the only mode he could 
devife, was by declaring he would pubKlh the name of the Lord ; as 
he fays in the next verfe—■“ 1 will take the cup of falvations, and 
** call upon the name of the Lord that is, I will acknowledge the 
falvations, the benefits I have received, and pnblifh the name of the 
Lord, to make known that he is the fountain of a'l good, the dif* 
pc lifer of all benefits. The acknowledgment of favors received by a 
dependent creature, is all the return he can make to his creator; the 
proclaiming that goodnefs to all men, the on y thankfgiving in his 
power. It would be digrtfling too much from the fill jt£i to enu¬ 
merate all the initances mentioned in the S. S. to prove that this 
calling upon the name of the Lo-d means a publishing the belief of a 
God ; teaching the world a knowledge of his glorious attributes; 
preaching faith and good wetks among the funs of nun, in the manner 
as it is recited of Abraham ; when, after he was called by God to 
quit the place of his nativity, his kindred and the houfe of his father, 
that he went on his peregrinations, and at every place where he arrived, 
and pitched his tent; he built an altsu unto the Lotd, and called upon 
the name of the Lord, as you may fine particularly in Gen. ch. xii, 
vs. 7 and 8 ; the belief of an eternal God had, in his day, almoll 
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become obliterated ; by which meats an immediate revelation was fee* 
cefTary to renew the knowledge of a true God. And Abraham not 
only taught his owu offspring and houlhold the tenetH of his faith, but 
he was difpofed to promulgate them to all mankind; for we bud in 
Gen. ch. xviii, vs. 17, 1 fcpnd ly, when the Lord was about to defhoy 
Sodom and Gomorrah for the grievotifne/sof their fine, that he faid— 
“ Shall I hide from Abraham that tiling which 1 do, feeing that 
“ Abraham (hall become a great and mighty nation, and all nations 
** of the earth (hall he blcflcd m him ; for I know him, that he will 
“ command his children, and his houfhold after him, and they (hall 
" keep the way of the Lord, to do j’uftice and judgment.’* T his 
knowledge of God has been progreiTtvely obtaining from the* catiicft 
ages of the creation ; and though die greater part of the world were 
idolaters in Abraham’s time, dill he perilled in his refcarches after 
truth, and by a fleudy faith and perfeverance, he at laft attained it, 
and, by his universal charity, communicated it to the red of the world, 
inafmuch that it has now become almod univerfal, although the dif¬ 
ferent nations of the earth do not altogether agree in their ideas re- 
fpefting the Supreme King of Kings, dill they maintain the effcntial 
du&rincs of his holy law in point of morality ; and in this enlight¬ 
ened age, we may reafonably hope to fee our prophetic writings tha- 
iwuglvy fulfilled, that the knowledge of the Lord (hall finally become 
fo diflufed and extenlive as “ the waters cover the feat.” 


r J his is a ftrong corroborating proof that King David, in bis ad- 
d raffing all lauds, anticipated what w’as then, and is now, to happen 
in the latter days, by Ins faying—** Kupw ye that the Lord he ia 
“ Cud ;” for w ithout this ever to be dclired knowledge of God, it ia 
in vain for man to otter up praife or prayer; and he was well con¬ 
vinced of the neceflity of knowing God, previous to any other know¬ 
ledge whatever. He then proceeds to afligo his reafons why v#e fliould 
Live the Lord with gladnefs, “ for h,e hath made in, we arc Ida 
“ (peculiar treafure) people, and the flieep of his pafture ;’* that ho 
l.sth made us, needs no demanllraticn; conlequenliy we are continu¬ 
ally to have in mind our f ibjc&ton to him ; the duties we owe him ; 
the ready obedience we Humid pay to his commands; the obligation* 
we arc unde - to him ; the neceflity of firi&ly obferving tLe moral 
and ccrcmor.i tl precepts of his holy law. For, from a difintcieflcd 
principle of benevolence, he hath called us unto being ; by ln‘3 ever 
watchful car; over us, he hath preferved us to this day ; and by his 
own free will he can put a period to our exigence. In this is com- 
P'chendcd tin: omnipotence of an eternal God. 

It may not be amifs here to remind you of the fitnation we are now 
in, and what we were in antirnt times, whilft we r«tided hi onr own 
land, in that land which the Almighty (wave unto Abraham, llaac* 
and Jacob, to give unto tbun, and to their feed fortvrr; at that 
time, when a man became confeio.is of having tran-fgu!i’ d any of 
God’s lioly commandments, either by cotnuuliion or on.UVon, he had 
an opportunity of making an atonement by (aeviuce, which he tar¬ 
ried to the ]\mjplc, either as a trefyaf* or lin oiluiujj, aevjidi.ig to 
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Ulie nature of liis offence ; the high pried, with the ‘nferior order ,lf 
prielts, were ever ready to attend any one who applied for expiation; 
and by an humble conftfiion of the finner, and a promife of amend¬ 
ment, his fin was forgiven. But, alas! through the multitude of our 
fin*, and the fins of our an(eftors, we are brought into this deplorable 
captivity, where we have neither temple, altar, or prielt, to make 
atonement for us; nor have we any other means of imploring the 
Divine Favor but by words and deeds, which we find were earneftly 
recommended by the latter prophet#, as may be feen in the hook of 
Hofea, ch. xiv, v. 1 —Take with you words and turn unto the 
** Lord, fay unto him, take away all iniquity, and receive us graei- 
*• oufly; fo will we render the calves of our .Ups.” This practice of 
public prayers was continued, after their time, by the heads of lire 
great Synagogue, and from them in a' regular defeent to us, by which 
we are enabled to offer up our fupplications to our Creator, to render 
praife and thankfgiving to him for all his tender mercies towards us; 
and in the language of King David will I fay, “ I will offer unto 
** thee the facrifice of thankfgiving, and I will publiflt the name c-f 
the Lord.” 

The pra&ical duties of our holy religion are to be found in nlrro/t 
•very part of the facred feriptures ; but from an habitual negligence 
of applying to them, in the occurrences of human affairs, mankind 
becomes depraved. Attend only to what is faid by our divine legis¬ 
lator Mofe.i, in Dcut. ch. x, vs. 12 and 13, in thefe words, *• And 
•* now, Ifrael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee—but to 
“ fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all hi# ways, and to love him, and 
*' to ferve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, 
•* to keep the commandments of the Lord, and his ftatutes, which I 
** command thee this day for good;” and in ch. xxx, from the 1 ith 
to the 14th verfes inclufive, he fets forth the facility of performing 
thofe obligations, for he fays, “ For this commandment which I com- 
** mand thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off; 
•* it is not in heaven that thou fhouldft fay—Who fliall go up for i.x 
to heaven and bring it unto us, that we may heir it and do it; 
•* neither is it beyond the fea that thou fhouidfl fay—-Who (hall go 
** over the fea for us, and bring it unto us that we may hear it a: i 
" do it; but the word is very uigh nnto thee, in thy mouth and ia 
•* thy heart that thou mayefl do it.” 

From thefe uiftru&ions, we are led to reflect on the great and glo¬ 
rious author of our exiftence. How does the human mind become 
elated with the idea of being worthy hi# providential care ! It is then 
we difeover the dignity of ourfclves; then it is that we may truly 
fay with Job, w'ho, after he had fuffered almoft every temporal evil, 
exclaimed, “ And from my flefh I fee God meaning thereby, 
that the formation 'and conftru&ion of our natural bodies were 
manifeft evidences of a God: for what power, except the omni¬ 
potent felf-exifting Being, could ever have formed fo compltaf* 
fo complex a creature as man 5 endued with all the bcncvohnt 
and focial virtues, yet. fubje& to the molt flagrant vices, vices 
that are productive of deftru&ion, both of body and foul. Man is 
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to be viewed in two different ftates with refpeA fo God, the aonr- 
parativc and the relative. When in the comparative, what are we i 
what are our lives? what are our a&ions? how mean! how infigni- 
ficant! But when we confider the relative ftate we (land in towarda 
God, that he hath formed, vs after his own image, how important, ho# 
dignified do we appear! Capable of reafoning on things both prefent 
and abfent; fearching into the myfterioua operations of nature ; ex> 
pluring the works of an almighty Providence, in enabling the human 
mind to contemplate futurity; improving and increaiing in know¬ 
ledge ; pofleffing faculties to comprehend th.* movements of the 
heavenly fpheres, thereby admitting the neccflity of a great firft caufe, 
determining rules of right, judging of things proper or improper 
according io their various degrees. How grateful therefore ought 
we to be to oor Maker! Who hath of his own good-will, and not 
from any merit in us, beftowed cn us fuch precious gifts ; gifts.that 
we cannot but be ffctifible of every moment of our lives. As we 
confcfs in our daily prayers, (in thefe words)—“For thy miracu¬ 
lous providence which is daily with us, and for thy wonders and thy 
goodnefs which are at. all times, evening, morning and noon, exer* 
cifed over us,”-—for all which, we are loudly called on, to render 
praife and thankfgiving, as it is exprefled in pfal. xiii. v. 6, “ 1 wiH 
fing unto the Lord, bccaufc he hath dealt bountifully with me.” 

But amiJft your rejoicings, it is necefTary that you ftill keep in re¬ 
membrance, that “ the Lord he is God, that he hath made us, thst 
** we are hi?, even his people, arid the flieep of his pafture conse¬ 
quently, as we are his peculiar treafure, we are at all times, and upon 
all occafions, bound to obey every rule that he hath ordained; to 
place our hope and dependence on him, by which we may obtain hit 
blefling, as it is faid in Jeremiah, ch. xvii. v. 7-—“ Bleiled is the man 
** that trufteth in the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is}” to tell 
afiured of his tender mercies ; for in pf. clxv. v. 9, you will find thefe 
words—" The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
** all his works.” 

As an earthly king is ever watchful over his fubjc£!s, and a parent 
over his children, feeking their peace and profperity, endeavouring to 
accomplifh their happinel's, fo is the Almighty ever watchful over his 
people ; providing bountifully for their natural wants, continually in- 
fpefting their condu&, as it is written (in pf. xxxiii. vs. 13 and 14) 
*• The Lord looketh from Heaven, he beholdeth all the fons of men 
•* from the place of bis habitation he iooketh upon all the inhabitants 
** of the earth,” rewarding and punifhing them according to their 
merit or demerit; flow to wrath, but not entirely acquitting; his an¬ 
ger endureth for a moment, but his mercies are everlafting; from his 
efficient grace, pointing out the road of falvation through the medium 
of his prophets; inviting finners to repentance, as may be feen in the 
book of Jonah, in a very particular manner ; when the inhabitants of 
that great and famous city of Nineveh had become heinous finners rn 
the fight of God, be ordered Jonah on an embaify to them, to exhort 
them to repentance and amendment, with aiTurances of forgivenefs if 
they would forlake their evil practices; they were foon convinced of 
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ihetr Ml* and wickednefs, and immediately devoted them (civet to 
fatting and prayer. It is here aeceffary to remark, that faith alone 
h infutficient to procure fa vation, for we Bud the Almighty only 
had refpeft to their a&ions; they ceafed to do evil, and fought 
after that which was good. Hm was plead ng to the Lord, and he 
fpared the city on which he had denounced deftrultion, agreeable to 
holy-writ, where it is faid—“ He that confefietb and forfaketh (hia 
«« wickednefs) (hall find mercy.” 

From thcfc circumftances we arc led to believe, that though we, by 
our lias and tranfgre (lions, as well as by the (ins of our fathers, are in- 
volvcd in this captivity, yet we may, by an acknowledgment of our 
evil actions, find grace in the fight of our Creator, and again be re¬ 
stored to our own land; for this we have many ttrong affurances in 
the facred writings from our firft and greatell prophet, who was called 
the faithful (ervant of God, as you may Bud in Numbers (ch. xii. v. 7) 
and in Deuteronomy (ch. xxxiv. v. 10) it is (kid of him—“ There 
M arofe not a prophet firtce in Ifrael like unto Mofes, whom the Lord 
“ knew face to face}”—from his time, even unto Malachi (who lived 
in the time of the fecond temple, and was the lad of our prophets) 
the fame affurances are given of our reftoration, when that we fhould 
return unto the Lord with a contrite heart, a true fpirit and fincere 
repentance; that he will then hearken unto our prayers and fuppli- 
cations, and caufe us to W again eftabltihed under our own govern¬ 
ment, as we were formerly ; then (hall the loft tribes of Ifrael he again 
embodied and united to the houfe of Judah, as reprefented in a tigu- 
. rative manner in Ezekiel, ch. xxxvii. then (hall there be but one 
ftepberd and one king to rule over them, as it is faid in verfes 24 
had 25 —“ And David my fervant (hall be king, and they (hall all 
«* have one (hepherd; they (hall alfo walk in my judgments, and ob- 
** ferve my ftatutes, and do them; acd they (hall dwell in the laud that 
•* I have given unto Jacob my fervant, wherein your fathers have 
** dwelt, and they (hall dwell therein, even they and their children, 
** mid their children’s children, for ever.” In a word, from this 
chapter to the end of the book, you will find a reference to that 
’'glorious day wdiicb every true lfraclite looks for with anxious ex¬ 
pectation ; and in the 47th chapter, it is even mentioned of the iiran- 
ger that fujourneth among you, that he alfo (hall have inheritance in 
the land with the tribes of Ifrael. ” In whatever tribe the itranger 
“ foiournctli, there (hall ye give him his inheritance faith the Lord 
" God.” '1 his is an explicit proof that we (hall be eftabliihcd un¬ 
der our own king—the Meffiah, the fon of David. 

The chara^cr of this prince, and the nature of his kingdom, are 
mentioned in feveral places of the facred feripture; in pf. lxxii. it is 
written, ** He (hall have dominion alfo, from fea to fea, and from 
** the river unto the ends of the earth : Yea, all kings (hall fall 
•* down before him; all nations (hall ferve him.” And in Daniel it 
aa (aid, “ And all dominions (hall ferve and obey him ; his kingdom 
" (hall be an everlafting kingdom; he (hall be the foie umpire of ail 
M earthly fovereigns, and he (hall fpcak peace unto the nations at 
“ that time, wlicu the found of war (hall no more be heard 
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** throughout this fabfanary I 7 * ^ have katen wit 
44 fwords into plow-lhatcs, and your fpetva into pruning-hooka* 
44 when every roan Jhntt fit doma in peace under hia own vine, and 
44 under his own fig-tree, sad, wu venal peace he eftablifhcd amongfit 
44 all nations, and even aasong the beads of the forvfi and the field ; M 
then will be verified the prediction of Zachariah, ch. viii. v. •a* 
when thofe nations who know not God (hall fay-—“ unto him that 
44 is a Jew, let ua go up with you to Jerufakm, for we have heard 
44 that the Lord is with you. 44 

Thefc are affurances on which we may rely; they are the exprefa 
declarations of infinite goodnefs. What a fore-ta Ac of happinct'sj 
for who among God’s creatures can boaft in the manner wc may, 
that hath feen and felt the miraculous effects of his all graciou# 
providence fo often and fo fully as -we and our fathers; as Mofcs ele¬ 
gantly deferibes it in Deut. ch. iv. vs. 7 and S—For what nation 
44 is there fo great who bath God fo nigh unto them aa the Lord 
44 our God is in aU things that we call upon him for. And what 
44 nation is' there fo great that bath ftatutes and judgments fo righ- 
44 teous as all thia law which I fet before you this day. 44 

Let us only revolve in oar minds the many different Situations 
that we and our fathers have gone through finee the lime of our 
firll progenitor among the Patriarchs; for fo foon as the promise of 
the holy land was made unto him he became a fojoumer therein, and 
in the courfe of four hundred years his pofterity had been fojourncru, 
and at lad became mere flaves to a people who knew not the Lord; 
they were cruelly oppreffed iu bondage until they cried unto the Lord; 
who heard them from hie holy habitation, and fent Mofet and 
Aaron to redeem them j they were delivered from their oppreffors, 
and were going to take pofTeffion of the promifed land, but by their 
own evil a&ions they were involved in a forty years wandering in tbo 
wbdernefs, and after having been fettled by Jofbua, who was im¬ 
mediate fuccefior to Molts, they again fell off from the frrvice of 
God, and thereby incurred divine punifhment. The Judges fuc- 
seeded him until the time of Samuel, and then they rebelled agaiuft 
the majefty of their Maker, and defired an earthly king, who was 
given to them in wrath, ns it is. mentioned in the facred feripture, and 
tlity were never at peace until the ciofe of king David’s reign, which 
was of but Ihort duration, for their pronenefs to evil always bad the 
afeendancy. For we find, although king Solomon, particularly blef* 
fed with wifdom, built the temple according to divine directions, ap¬ 
pointed an high-priefi, confonant to the iuilitution of the office, to 
perform the fervices thereof; and the inferior order of priefts, with* 
the fingers and attendants, (till a general defection foon took place, 
and they again became finners in the fight of their Creator, who railed 
up an inftrument of vengeance again it tliem in the perfon of the Affy- 
rian king, who took many of our brethren captives, and fent them 
into diflant countries, as you may find in ad Kings, ch. xvii and xviii. 
where they are not known by uny among us, even at this day ; and 
there remained only the tribes.of Judah aud Benjamin, with the peicHo 
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tnd Levitei, who were either in their refpedive office*, or had inter* 
married with thefe tribes, who were all accounted as one tribe only, 
a* it is written in the 18th verfe of the 17th chapter of the ad book 
of Kings, in thefe words—“ Therefore the Lord was very angry 
•* with Ifrael, and removed them out of his fight; there was none 
** left but the tribe 02 Judah only.*' Nor did they long refrain from 
following the evil examples of their captive brethren, for we find that 
a few years afterwards the Babylonifti captivity took place, where 
they remained feventy ye«.ra, until the time of Cyrus the Perfian king, 
who liberated them from their captivity, made them many valuable 
prefents, and reftored to them a coafiderable number of things that 
belonged to the facred temple, as you may find at large in tbe book 
of Ezra, they were re-eftabli(hed in their pofleOiong, they rebuilt the 
temple and renewed the fervices pertaining thereto, which they con* 
tained until the final deftrudion made by Vefpafian, in conference 
of their abominations} in a word, they were always fo refradory, that 
they were feldpnt at peace; but whenever they returned unto the 
Lord, and repented them of their fins, they were fure to *find mercy. 
From that period even till now, our predeceffors have been, and we 
are (till at this time in captivity among tip different nations of the 
earth ; and though we are, through divine goodnefs, made equal par* 
takers of the benents of government by tbe conftitution of thefe Hates, 
with the reft of the inhabitants, dill we cannot but view ourfelves as 
captives in comparifon to what we were formerly, and what we exped 
to be hereafter, when the outcafts of Ifrael fhall be gathered toge¬ 
ther, as it is fnid in Ifaiah, ch. xxvii. v. 12—“ And thefe who are 
•* loft in the land of Affyria* and the outcafts in the land of Egypt* 
" (hall come and worihip the Lord in the holy mount of Jerufa- 
** lem.*' But unlefs we return unto the Lord and fincerely repent 
us of our fins and tranfgreifions, as well our “ private as thofe of a 
** national nature,” we cannot rationally exped to fee the accom¬ 
plishment of the facred text. How necefiary is it therefore for us to 
unite in a general reformation of manners ? Who knoweth but at this 
wry moment, while we are yet fpeaking, we may be fnatched hence 
from all the p'eafures and allurements of this tranfitory date, to ap¬ 
pear at the awful tribunal of divine juftice, where every one mud 
render an account of his adions ? 

The many violations of an almighty providence which we have ex¬ 
perienced within thefe few years pad, are fuffieient indications, to a 
fenfib'e mind, that we are fuffering under his dit'pleafure. Awaken 
from your lethargy, and think, before it is 100 late, of your depen¬ 
dence on him, humble youifelves before him, and implore his mercy. 
I mean not to impeach the innocent vidims that have been made, 
far from it, they fuffer not; for as the royal pfalmift fays-—“ Precious 
in the fight of the Lord is the death of his faints and the prophet 
Ifaiah fays, “ She righteous perifh and no man layeth it to heart; and 
merciful men are taken away becaufe of the evil. He (hall enter in¬ 
to peace ; they (hall reft in their beds, each one walking in his up- 
rightneb.” But it is we that fuffer ; it is we that have caufe to 
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foment. Where now, ye youths >s the foftcring hind of age and 
experience, to Lad you through the flippcry paths of life ? In what 
manner can wo comply with that excellent effon, given to un by our 
faithful legifiator, “ Afk thy father and he will tell thee ?” Who ia 
to plead the caufe of the widow and fatherlefs f Who ia there left 
among uato fupport the poor and the needy ? Their cries are now in 
vain ! We have loll our benefa&ors; wc have loft thole who, in cafea 
of neceflity, were ever ready to aflitl us with their advice and their in* 
tereft.—-Thefe, thefe are calamities that ought to humble you. Lay 
aiide your pride and your vanities ; drive to imitate the virtues of 
thofe worthy characters who are now no more. Be not lifted up above 
yourfelvei s but know, for a certainty, that he who exalts can deprefs. 
Let us not apply to ourfelves that fhort blit exprclEve fentcnce, “ And 
Jclhurun waxed fat and kicked,” with its fatal confequence, “and 
forfook the God that made him.” Let us not have caufe to reproach 
ourfelves with negleCt of duty : but do jultice, execute judgement, and 
walk humbly before the Lord ; for this is all that he requires. Then 
(hull we be able to ling and rejoice both in body and fpirit, and truly 
fay, Y This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will be glad 
and rejoice therein.” 

Then (hall ye know that the Lord he is God, and that there ia 
none other befide him. Then will it be as it was in the time of 
Ahab, when there were no lefs than four hundred and fifty falfe pro* 
phets that offered facrifices to Baal; and Elijah, of bleftcd memory, 
remained alone the faithful fervant of our only true God—the God of 
Krael—as you may find at large in the iff book of Kings, ch. xviii, 
when, after the falfe prophets had invoked their idols .for a length of 
time, as Elijah had propofed to them, and they received no anfwcr to 
their fupplications; then it was that Elijah built an altar with a 
trench furrounding it*—he prepared a facrifice, and ordered a confi¬ 
dence quantity of water to be poured upon the facrifice, the wood* 
and the altar—the trench alfo was filled with water—and about the 
evening'time of offering,, he intreated the God of /had to hear him, 
and make manifeft his truth and his holinefs; when, immediately 
after, the fire came down from Heaven, in the prefence of all the 
people, confumed the facrifice, the wood, and the altar, and even 
licked up the duff thereof, and abforbed the water that was in the 
trench; infotnuch that the people faw the irapofitions they had fuf- 
frred by the wickednefs of their then talers, and, as if uaiverfally 
infpired, they fell upon their faces* and with one voice cried out—the 
Lord, he is the God!—The Lord, he is f ihe God! 

From the foregoing, you will naturally obferve ifce duties we owe 
our Creator : it now remains to point out the duties which we owe to 
ourfelves, the community to which we belong. 

In the fit ft place, it is neceflary that we, each of us in our refpeilive 
nations, behave in fuch a manner as to give ftrength and (lability to the 
laws entered into by our reprefentativea ; to conlider the burden impo¬ 
sed on thofe who are appointed to ail in the executive department; to 
contribute, at much at lays in our power, to fupport that government 
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wlitch in founded upon the drifted principle* of equal liberty and juT- 
ticc. If to feekthe peac< and profperity of the ci/y wherein we dwell 
be a duty, even under bad governments, what mult it be when we are 
fituated under the belt of conllitutiona ? It behoves us to ufc our ut* 
molt endeavours to fupprcfi every fpecies of licentioufndfs ; to unite, 
with cheerfulnefs and uprightness, upon all occafiona that may occur 
in the political aa well as in the moral world, to promote that which 
has a tendency to the public good : for, without a proper fubordina- 
tion to the rulers (tither Superior or iuferior) no government can 
(long) exift. 

And, Secondly, from this mode of general government may be de¬ 
duced the neceflity of conforming to the eftablilbed rules of particular 
Societies i for, whatever is necefiary'to be obferved in refpeft to the 
fotmer, may be with the greattft propriety applied to the latter. 

And laAly, to conclude, my dear brethren and companions, it is 
incumbent on us, as Jews, in a more cfpecial manner (feeing we are the 
chofcn and peculiar treafure of God) to be more circumfpeft in our 
conduft [Ifaiah.ch. xliv. v. 8 .]—that as we are at this day living evi¬ 
dences of his divine power and unity : £& may we become linking ex¬ 
amples to the nations of the earth hereaftef, aa it is mentioned in fe- 
vcral paiTages of the Sacred Scriptures, and particularly in Exodus, 
ch. xix. v. 6. “ And ye (hall be unto me a kingdom of priefts, and an 
h<dy nation }” meaning thereby that we fhould, in the latter days, te^ch 
the law to thofe who (hall then enter into the covenant made wi h 


Ahraham our father, for in him 44 (hall all nations of the earth be 
bleflcd.” For this purpofe, let me recommend to you a Serious consi¬ 
deration of the Several duties already Set forth this day ; to enter into a 
Self-examination ; to relinquilh your prejudices againft each other ; to 
Subdue your paflions; to live, as Jews ought to do. in brotherhood and 
amity ; “ to feck peace and purfue it fo Shall it be well with you 
4 n>th oereand hereafter; which God, of bis infinite mercies, grant.— 
Amen. 
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Prayer for the Government, &c. &c. 


MAY he that dftjpcnfcth falvation unto kings, and dominion unto 
princes | wlidfe kingdom it “ah everlafting kingdom ; that delivered 
hii femn^ptyftl from the deftrtiftive, fword ; that maketh a way in 
1 the fed, and a ptffi through the mighty water#: Blefs, preferve, 
guard, affift, and Supremely exalt to the higheft degree, the Prefident 
and Vice-Prcfident of the Union, the Senate and Houfe of Reprefen - 
lativtt of the United States of America ; the Governor, the Lieutenant 
Governor, the people of this State reprefented in Senate and Affirm- 
bly, with the fudges and Magistrates of this city j nod all Kings and 
Potentates.in alliance with thejfe States. 

May the Supreme King of Kings, through his infinite mercies, pre- 
ferve them, and grant them life, and deliver them from all manner of 
trouble and danger. May he fix and eftablifh them in their feveral 
departments in peape and tranquility. May the Supreme King of 
Kings implant among thcjrn amity, brotherly love and peace. Let not 
their lips (peak, evil, nor tfaehr tongues utter deceit. 

May the Supreme King of Kings, through hi*infinite mercies, im¬ 
part his divine wifdom to the Rulers of ’thefc States, and grant them a 
fpirit of juft counfel, fo that they may be enabled to fupport their de¬ 
terminations with wifdom and judgment; and may peace ever fubfift 
between them and the Kings and Potentates in alliance with them.; and 
eftablifh to them a covenant of peace until time (hall be no more, fo 
\ that nation (hall not lift up their fword again ft nation, neither fhall 
j they make war any more. Amen. 

Giant it thus, O Lord ! for the fake of thy great and ineffable 
r.ame, and for the fake of thy people, and thine inheritance, who of- 
fereth up their fupplicatiojis to thee whofe feat is in heaven, invoking 
thee to haften and let thy tender mercies anticipate our prayers, for 
we are greatly deficient and undeferving ; incline thine ear and hearken, 
and do not defpife our unworthinefs nor our cry unto thee. 

/ We befeech thee ,0 tnoft gracious father and me. jiful King, to whom 
peace pertaineth, that thou wilt long caufe us to enjoy a firm peace and 
tranquility ; and as thou haft been pleafed to eftablifh us in peace, fo 
fpread over us thy tabernacle of peace everlafting, and fpeedily effectu¬ 
ate, that among us may be heard “ the voice of him who bringeth glad 
tidings,” announcing that *' the redeemer cometh to Zion.” So be 
it thy will, and we will fay Amen. 

[Prayer for the Congregation, with the Rulers, &c.—-Then 
the Pfalms, &c. as before directed.] 
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A Prayer by the Hazan. 


MAY the Lord Qur $p4 be with us, ay he wa* with our fathers; 
may be never leave u* or forfake us $ that Ire may incline our hearts un 
to him, to walk in all his ways, to Jcecp hi* commandments, his ftatutes 
and his judgments which he commanded pur Others. And may theie 
lay words, wherewith I have made Application before the Lord, bi 
nigh unto the Lord our God,day and night, that he maintain the cauf 




matter (hall require. 

That ah the people of the earth may know that Ac I^ord hc is God, 
and none clfe. 

This book of-the Jaw (hall not depart from thy mouth; and thou (hat 
meditate therein day and night, that thou raayeft obferve to do accord 
sag to all that is written therein : for then ftialt thou make thy wa 
prosperous, and then (halt thou be prudent. 

. Have I not commanded thee ? Be ft rejig and of good courage ; 
not afraid, neither be thou difmayed: for the Lord thy God is wit 
thee whitherfoeyer thou goeft. 

May our Prayer* be acceptable) &c. Ire. 
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